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The embracing couple takes center stage in this composition, with a dark and flat 
golden background framing them on either side. At the feet of the couple, we can see 
the edge of a flowery meadow beneath the woman’s bare feet. A flowing yellow dress 
decorated with organic floral patterns and circular shapes encapsulates the woman. The 
florals continue into her hair, and the man wears a crown of ivy. A similarly colored robe 
with subtle swirls and geometric patterns is draped over the man’s shoulders.

We cannot see the face of the man as he is bent over, cradling the woman’s face 
between his hands and kissing her on the cheek. The woman’s eyes are softly closed, 
with her face turned up towards the kiss and her one arm draping around his neck.

There are several theories about the intended identities of the man and woman 
wrapped in a loving embrace.

Some historians have argued that this composition may capture the kiss between Apollo 
and Daphne in the Greek myth, Metamorphoses. Although Daphne transformed into a 
laurel tree to escape the love of Apollo, he still embraces her. 



The Significance of The Kiss

The Kiss is an incredibly significant piece for several reasons. Not only is this one of Klimt’s most revered 
paintings, but it is also a celebrated example of the Art Nouveau movement. It is no wonder that The Kiss 
painting remains one of the most loved paintings of all time .

Reception

Klimt painted The Kiss sh created a scandal and were criticized as both "pornographic" and 
evidence of "perverted excess". The works had recast the artist as an enfant terrible for his anti-
authoritarian and anti-popularist views on art. He wrote, "If you can not please everyone with your 
deeds and your art, please a few".

The Kiss was exhibited in 1908 in Vienna in the Kunstschau – the building created in collaboration 
by Josef Hoffmann, Gustav Klimt, Otto Prutscher, Koloman Moser and many others, to coincide 
with the celebrations in Vienna for the sixtieth anniversary of Emperor Francis Joseph I’s reign from 
June 1 to November 16 1908.

Interesting FactsI

Interesting Facts

We have covered much of the history and significance of this well-known painting. There are, 
however, some little-known facts about the piece and the artist that we think are particularly 
fascinating and add to the rich history of Klimt and his unique style .
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